History Department

The main aim of the department is to develop within the student a love of history and an enthusiasm for the subject.   To achieve this, the department is committed to utilising a wide range of resources and teaching strategies to ensure the provision of a stimulating learning experience.

Teaching Staff

There are currently three full time teachers and two part-time teachers contributing to the delivery of the History Curriculum.  The department is well resourced in terms of books, worksheets, audio visual resources with classrooms having projectors and some interactive whiteboards.   The close proximity to the computer room supports the delivery of ICT.

Curriculum

Key Stage 3 - History is taught to mixed ability classes.  Each class has three one-hour lessons every two weeks.   Students study Medieval Realms, The Making of the United Kingdom, Black Peoples of America, Trade Expansion and Industry.  Year 9 focuses on Britain and the 20th Century. The curriculum is currently under review with regards to completing a 2 year KS3. The department strongly believes in an enquiry approach to KS3 studies.
Key Stage 4 - The department currently follows OCR Schools History Project 1605 syllabus.   This involves study in depth, Germany 1919-1945, The History of Medicine, History Around Us and a Modern World Study (Ireland).   With the introduction of the new specifications in the autumn, the department will continue with OCR.   History is a popular subject at GCSE and the department has been pleased with the continued up-take of the subject at KS.4.   Students have five lessons over a period of two weeks and the successful candidate will be expected to take a group through to GCSE. Last year, the department had the highest value added score at GCSE in Somerset.
AS/A2 Level - The department is currently developing the Edexcel syllabus in line with the changes to the KS5 curriculum. Students study parts of British Medieval History and there is the opportunity for the successful candidate to teach at AS and A2 level.

Educational Visits 

Educational visits have long been a feature of History teaching at Holyrood and are held to enhance the existing classroom curriculum.   Year Nine travel to the First World War Battlefields, Year Ten attend a local site for  the Year 10 Module History Around Us and Year Eleven attend a four day residential to Dublin in Year 11 to link with the Modern World Study.   

The department aims to function as a team.   We share resources and ideas and support each other as much as possible.  We are looking for an enthusiastic and hard-working colleague with a genuine love of the subject and of students.  The successful applicant will  be joining a positive, lively and supportive staff and the post offers an excellent opportunity for career development.
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