The Science Department at Holyrood Community School

The Science Department is a large team consisting of nine full time and one part-time teachers and is a mix of established and new staff.  We currently have two Physicists, five Biologists, three Chemists. One member of the team is an AST, using his skills both within the team and in school-wide roles. The Department is housed in four laboratories on the Upper Site and five on the Lower Site.   We also have a computer suite attached to the department; all labs have a data projector and 3 have interactive whiteboards.   Four full time technicians ably support the Department.  Two work largely on the Upper Site, with the others based on Lower Site, and between them they have the skills to support A level teaching in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  We also employ a part-time technician to release one of our full-time technicians to work in local primary schools. A Teaching Assistant is attached to the department, and we also get support from the school’s Student Services team. 
At KS3, all members of the Department have the opportunity to teach Biology, Physics and Chemistry.  We introduced the Eureka Scheme in September 2001 and started CASE with year 7 in September 2002. KS3 classes are normally taught by one teacher, though we sometimes need two teachers for timetabling reasons. From September there will be three routes a student can take through KS4. The routes offer students a variety of GCSE choices. Route One is made up of OCR Core Science in Year 10 followed by a choice of Additional or Additional Applied Science in Year 11, Route Two gives involves Core Science and Environmental and Land Based Science both running over two years, and Route Three is Triple Science which runs over two years including option time. We use 2 teachers per class in KS4 to give a balance of specialisms.  In the Sixth Form we offer AQA A Biology, Salters Chemistry and Advancing Physics, and we have introduced the pilot Edexcel Perspectives on Science AS which is in its second year.
At all levels the courses are fully supported with schemes of work and teacher support material. Our GCSE results last year were 56% A*-C with 78% of year 9 students getting level 5+. Good recruitment in September has strengthened an experienced  team and the department is moving forward.  Current areas being developed include sharing good practice, questioning,  and assessment for learning.  The school gained Technology College status in 2003: this has enabled us to develop ICT within the department and to introduce a greater range of teaching and learning styles.  It has also given us resources to provide extra opportunities for Gifted and Talented students, and for local primary schools. 
The Holyrood Science team is committed, positive and forward-thinking.
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